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‘In England everything is typical. If your train is late, it is typical. If there are no
seats on the upper deck of a bus, it is typical. If it starts to rain at five o’clock just
before you leave work, it is typical (with a dot and not with an exclamation mark)’.

Ten years ago, Angela Kiss arrived in the UK without a
word of English. All she possessed was a small bag, a
sense of adventure, a willingness to work and a well-read

H O [[ i to be paperback given to her by her brother. How to be an
Alien by George Mikes - a 1940s classic about the
an A L ] E N peculiarities of the British - would become a constant

source of wisdom and counsel in Angela’s life as she

iﬂ E A*G L A A*D learned to navigate the confusing terrain of English

culture.
A Guide to the Englirb

N Through dodgy flat shares and badly paid jobs, weary
Z—\ commuting and terrible dates, but mainly searching for
)\/ ‘ the true meaning of what the English say, Angela held
tight to George’s dry wit, intelligence and insight. With
his help she began to understand what makes the English
tick and to slowly find her feet in her new home.

This is Angela’s tribute —Mikes for the 21st century.

7;: o Turning her astute eye to love, optimism, the weather,
. awkwardness, understatement, politeness and a host of
A ng ela Kiss other subjects, How to be an Alien in England is a very

funny, perceptive and often affectionate view of the
English, and how to fathom our national personality.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: ANGELA KISS is a writer and accountant. Born in Hungary, she has been
living and working in London for ten years.
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