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‘[A] superb thriller….Herron may be the most literate, and slyest, thriller writer in English today.’ PUBLISHERS WEEKLY 

It’s been seven years since Tom Bettany was last in London. Since then he’s been 

rootless, drifting across Europe, working one deadbeat job after another. It was whilst 

at a meatpacking plant in France that he picked up a voicemail from an unknown 

English woman, a call which prompted him to catch the first ferry back home. And 

now he finds himself sitting in a London crematorium full of strangers, at the funeral 

of his son, Liam. 

In possession of his son’s ashes and attempting to make sense of his loss, Bettany 

starts to take stock of the man his son had been. Liam had worked for Vincent Driscoll, 

a loner multi-millionaire who’d made his fortune when a computer game he created 

became a huge bestseller. Gaming culture could not be more alien to Bettany and he 

realises that his son inhabited a world he knows nothing about. Still, it doesn’t take 

him long to realise that the police’s version of events of his death don’t quite add up. 

And that Liam did not die alone. 

Determined to get to the bottom of the tragedy, Bettany doesn’t care whose cage he 

rattles. And, as it happens, more than a few people from his own past are interested 

to hear he’s is back in town, from banged up gang bosses to those at the very the top of the intelligence service. It’s 

returned him to a life he thought he had left behind. Over the next few days it becomes clear to Tom Bettany that nobody 

really just walks away. 

‘Herron strips his revenge story to the bone, paring away unnecessary characters, episodes, speeches and gestures to 

produce a violent little elegy that grows both more clever and more sour as it hurtles along.’ KIRKUS REVIEWS 

 

Praise for DEAD LIONS: 

 

‘Delightful…with a dry humour reminiscent of Greene and Waugh’ SUNDAY TIMES 

 

WINNER OF THE 2013 CWA GOLD DAGGER FOR BEST CRIME NOVEL OF THE YEAR 

A BBC FRONT ROW BEST CRIME NOVEL OF 2013 

TIMES CRIME AND THRILLER BOOK OF THE YEAR 

A SUNDAY TIMES TOP 50 CRIME AND THRILLER BOOK OF THE PAST 5 YEARS 
 

MICK HERRON was born in Newcastle and has a degree in English from Balliol College, 

Oxford. He’s the author of two books in the Slough House series, Slow Horses and the 2013 

CWA Gold Dagger Award-wnning Dead Lions, as well as a mystery series set in Oxford. He 

lives in Oxford and works in London. 
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